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Triangle Family Services’ 8th Annual Gingerbread Benefit on Dec. 2 Will Help Local Families 

-- ABC 11’s Frances Scott to Emcee Auction of Gingerbread Houses Designed by Local Chefs --  
 

Raleigh, N.C. – November 29, 2010 – Several local chefs are busy making preparations to build 
lavish gingerbread houses they will donate to Triangle Family Services’ 8th Annual Gingerbread 
Benefit to be held Dec. 2  from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Umstead Hotel. 
 
“There’s still time to buy tickets for Thursday’s event,” said Dana Hughens, publicity chair for the 
benefit and CEO of Clairemont Communications. “We invite you to become part of this festive 
tradition that combines all of the holiday season’s best things – splurge-worthy food and drinks, 
joyful music, charming gingerbread houses and most of all, helping families in need.” 
 
The Annual Gingerbread Benefit is the premier fundraising event for Triangle Family Services, a 
United Way of the Greater Triangle partner agency dedicated to assisting area families. Triangle 
eateries including Second Empire Restaurant and Tavern, the Fearrington House Restaurant, 18 
Seaboard,  the Square Rabbit and Umstead Hotel & Spa will be donating their confectionery 
creations for auction along with other donated items. The evening's festivities, which will be emceed 
by ABC 11’s  Frances Scott, will also include a silent auction showcasing a variety of items from 
local businesses, holiday music, drinks and special dishes prepared by Umstead’s chefs.  
  
Event sponsorships from local businesses include platinum sponsor The Pantry Inc., as well as gold 
sponsors Fifth Third Bank; Kilpatrick Stockton LLP; LORD Corporation; and Pearce, Brinkley, 
Cease & Lee Architecture. Silver sponsors are A.T. Allen & Company LLP, Financial Directions 
Group Inc., Vaco and Wachovia/Wells Fargo & Company. 
 
Event co-chairs are Robin Costello, vice president of Piedmont Investment Advisors and Crystal 
Suazo, CPA, partner of Vaco. More details about the benefit are available on the Triangle Family 
Services website.  
 
About Triangle Family Services® 
For 73 years, Triangle Family Services has been battling critical issues in our community for the 
most vulnerable families. Its mission, “Building a stronger community by strengthening the family,” 
is fulfilled by providing programs in three key areas – financial stability, family safety and mental 
health services. Last year alone, Triangle Family Services served more than 7,000 Triangle area 
residents with 93 percent living below the poverty level.  
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Helping Families in Crisis  
 


